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FSA State Director Message

June is almost gone and I'm sure you are busy in the fields finishing small grain harvest,
planting double-crops, cutting hay, repairing fences, and working cattle. In our FSA county
offices, we are also approaching our busiest time of year.

Acreage reporting: | urge you to reach out now to your local USDA Service Center and make
an appointment. In advance of your visit, your county office staff can supply you with aerial
photocopies with acreage, to aide you in avoiding late-filing fees and meet these reporting
deadlines. Your crop insurance agent can also assist you with reporting information
necessary for crop insurance benefits, as applicable. Producers can also use USDA’s self-
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service portal, farmers.gov to securely view or print maps. To enroll in the online service visit
farmers.gov/sign-in.

Most importantly, please check your mailbox for forms regarding a new FSA program offering,
called the Emergency Relief Program (ERP). The Emergency Relief program is in phase
one and you need to return those forms, completed, to your local office before the Friday,
July 22, 2022, deadline. The program covers 2020 and 2021 calendar year losses due to a
qualifying natural disaster event. Currently, the program covers crop losses covered by crop
insurance and later phase two will cover crops covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program referred to as NAP. For impacted producers. FSA in Virginia has
processed 705 applications, thus far, and paid out over 2.2 million for Emergency Relief
Program benefits.

NRCS State Conservationist’s Message

While we know a lot about making soil healthier and water cleaner, NRCS doesn’t have all the
answers to big problems like climate change and how to feed a growing population. That's
why we seek out opportunities to partner with individuals and groups who are also passionate
about natural resource protection.

Urban agriculture is the next frontier in American food production and the students of Henrico
County’s Fairfield Middle School are helping lead the way in making fresh, healthy produce
more available in their community. What started as an after-hours enrichment program in
2012 has evolved into the five-acre Cornerstone Farm operated in partnership with the
nonprofit Community Food Collaborative.

This team has donated hundreds of pounds of fruits and vegetables to Fairfield staff, students
and local residents and is now one of 17 flagship People’s Gardens launched nationwide to
revitalize this popular initiative. NRCS will contribute technical assistance and $25,000 in
funding to expand the growing area and create community plots where residents can learn to
grow their own food in the months and years ahead. The People’s Garden will also support
pollinator and wildlife habitat and offer greenspaces for public enjoyment.

| was privileged to join Principal Gena Jones in making the announcement to the parents and
students on June 1 and look forward to supporting this effort to train the next generation of
urban gardeners. Visit the People’s Gardens Initiative web page to learn more about this effort
to establish more resilient local food systems. More details on Cornerstone Farm are available
on the Community Food Collaborative website.

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, State Conservationist

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:


https://www.usda.gov/peoples-garden?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcfarms.org%2Fourstory%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9fe511bcd82f49b8f57008da4f9aa562%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637909822992661014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rg4uvBlQkMxgw4D%2Bw461wQ3NVR8abD80K8PuzQ9zAUM%3D&reserved=0

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

o View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you
time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with
FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
e View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

e Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e View and submit conservation requests.

e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
e Report practice completion and request practice certification.

e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the
feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans,
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the
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addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form
CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your County USDA Service Center.

Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items
for Eligible Farmers

FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief Program
(ERP), a new program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during
calendar years 2020 and 2021.

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the
continued impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more
frequent, more intense natural disasters. | am grateful that Congress passed, and President
Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency
Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in critical emergency relief.

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not
always been included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive,
easier-to-access program that could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first
phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial payments.

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on
a faster timeline; at the same time, my team and | are committed to ensuring that producers
who do not have existing data on file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP,
which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in previously implemented emergency
assistance.

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do:

1. Check Your Mailbox

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application
process, and provides estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate
application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one
payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 minutes) for producers
to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. /f you
have NAP coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on
ERP Phase 2 will be forthcoming as well.
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2. Check Your Eligibility

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop
insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying
natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying
drought*, and related conditions.

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online.

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs(if applicable).

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms
on file. However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact
your local FSA county office.

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning,
limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased
by 15% of the calculated ERP payment.

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form
on file with FSA:

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Cettification.

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop
insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available
crop years, as determined by the Secretary.

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP
payment and may vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a
producer’s particular crops. The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage
to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 2026 crop year.
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6. Check Your bank

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA,
producers who have direct deposit should look for payment within three business days.

More Information

We have additional resources, including:

e ERP May 16, 2022 New Release
e ERP Fact Sheet
e Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

e Emergency Relief Webpage
e ERP Notice of Funding Availability

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock
Relief Program. At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted
livestock producers.

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as
possible. We learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you
as swiftly as we can.

USDA to Provide $6 billion to Commodity and
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2020 and
2021 Natural Disasters

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that commodity and specialty
crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 will soon begin
receiving emergency relief payments totaling approximately $6 billion through the Farm
Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Relief Program (ERP) to offset crop yield and value
losses.

Background

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding
and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in
assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter
storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. FSA
recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire through the first phase
of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component of the
Act.

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates
that phase one ERP benefits will reach more than 220,000 producers who received
indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,000 producers who
obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses.
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ERP Eligibility — Phase One

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop
insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying
natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying
drought, and related conditions.

For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss
occurred was rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a:

o D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or
o D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity.

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief
website.

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled
application forms to producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This
form includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process and provides ERP
payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation
that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment.

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the
ERP phase one deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for
Farm Programs:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

ERP Payment Calculations — Phase One

For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and
unit will depend on the type and level of coverage obtained by the producer. Each calculation
will use an ERP factor based on the producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage.
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e Crop Insurance — the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage
ranging from catastrophic to at least 80% coverage.

e NAP - the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from
catastrophic to 65% coverage.

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and
in the program fact sheet.

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding
and that cumulative payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by
the Act.

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop
insurance policies.

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning,
limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased
by 15% of the calculated payment for crops having insurance coverage or NAP.

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860,
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher
Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 program year.

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 202 and 2021
cannot be separated from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as
defined by the applicable crop insurance or NAP policy, the ERP phase one payment will be
calculated based on the producer’s loss due to all eligible causes of loss.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment
based on crop, tree, bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop
insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available
crop years, as determined by the Secretary. Participants must obtain crop insurance or NAP,
as may be applicable:

e At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or
o At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops.

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP
payment and may vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a
producer’s particular crops. The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage
to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 2026 crop year.

Emergency Relief — Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers)

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop
producers. Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data
will both speed implementation and further encourage participation in these permanent
programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress intended.

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did
not participate in or receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_factsheet_2022_051222_final_v2.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9fe511bcd82f49b8f57008da4f9aa562%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637909822992661014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o8%2BgsnctpXrLI0UKnFMDJa7ZPgYzz8SNQM1fzr%2FmAI8%3D&reserved=0

for phase one implementation. When phase one payment processing is complete, the
remaining funds will be used to cover gaps identified under phase two.

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders
informed as program details are made available. More information on ERP can be found in
the Notice of Funding Availability.

Additional Commodity Loss Assistance

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded
through the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and
will be announced in a future rule in the Federal Register.

More Information

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers
should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.

USDA Offers Water Quality-Focused Program That
Builds on CRP Contracts

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the signup period for its Clean
Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers initiative (CLEAR30) — a nationwide opportunity for certain
landowners and agricultural producers currently implementing water quality practices through
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to enroll in 30-year contracts, extending the
lifespan and strengthening the benefits of important water quality practices on their land.

Producers may apply for CLEAR30, a voluntary, incentive-based conservation program, from
April 1, 2022, through Aug. 5, 2022.

Cropland and certain pastureland currently enrolled in Continuous CRP or the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and dedicated to an eligible water quality practice
such as riparian buffers, contour strips, grass waterways or wetland restoration may be
eligible if their contracts are expiring by September 30, 2022.

CLEARS30 contracts will be effective beginning Oct. 1, 2022. These long-term contracts ensure
that conservation practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves water quality through
reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. Conservation in
riparian areas also provides important carbon sequestration benefits. Traditional CRP
contracts run from 10 to 15 years.

About CLEAR30

CLEARS30 was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns.
Originally, CLEAR30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds;
in 2021, FSA made CLEAR3O0 available to agricultural producers and landowners nationwide,
and participation grew nearly seven-fold from 2020 to 2021.
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Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current
Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus a 20 percent water quality incentive payment and
an annual rental rate adjustment of 27.5 percent.

How to Sign Up
To sign up for CLEAR30, landowners and producers should contact their local USDA Service

Center by Aug. 5, 2022. Contact information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator.
Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.

More Information

CLEARS3O is an option available through CRP, which is one of the largest voluntary private-
lands conservation programs in the United States. CRP was originally intended to primarily
control soil erosion and stabilize commodity prices by taking environmentally sensitive lands
out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing numerous conservation
and economic benefits. In addition to CLEAR30, signups are also open for Continuous CRP
and Grassland CRP.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs
of Organic, Transitioning Producers

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP)
and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for
OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

OTECP covers:

e Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

o Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
e Soil testing (75% up to $100).

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops,
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have
until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are
received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible
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expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating
State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee
Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) specific to honeybee
producers. For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical
structure) and honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been
destroyed by a natural disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse
Disorder. Colony losses must be in excess of normal mortality.

Updates include:

e Starting in 2020, you have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss, which provides consistency between ELAP and
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of
loss period for honey.

e ELAP will now run according to the calendar year. Since you are still required to apply
for payment within 30 calendar days of the end of the program year, the new signup
deadline for calendar year 2021 losses is January 30, 2022.

o If you were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the
previous two years, you will be required to provide additional documentation to
substantiate how your current year inventory was acquired.

e If the honeybee colony loss was caused by Colony Collapse Disorder, you must
provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the
five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include:

e the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives;

e rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or
completely unattended;

e absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive;
e absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and

e at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to
cause economic injury or population decline.

For more information contact the Cunty USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov/recover.

Waiver of DCIA Compliance for Commodity and
Farm Storage Facility Loan Programs


https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Foccsp%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9fe511bcd82f49b8f57008da4f9aa562%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637909822992817209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oD5w%2BfPi2p%2BwyVNSrLsx0G5vdxLja8diiLsjR%2BPGk80%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/recover?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

On January 27, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration suspended all debt collections,
foreclosures, and other adverse actions for borrowers of direct farm loans and Farm Storage
Facility Loans (FSFL) through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) because of the national
public health emergency caused by the Coronavirus pandemic.

It has been determined that the January 2021 suspension included a waiver of the Debt
Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) noncompliance for issuing new Marketing Assistance
Loans (MAL), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) or FSFL to borrowers who are in delinquent
status with FSFL or farm loans.

Under normal circumstances, DCIA specifies that a person cannot obtain Federal financial
assistance in the form of loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance, or guarantees if
that person has delinquent Federal non-tax debt. MAL, LDP, and FSFL programs
administered by FSA are currently subject to these statutory constraints.

FSA county offices will review MALs, LDPs, and FSFLs that were previously denied on or
after January 27, 2021, because of DCIA noncompliance. Offices will notify applicants of the
waiver provisions and the opportunity to obtain a loan. All applicable eligibility requirements
remain in place with the exception of DCIA waiver.

Reach out to your local FSA office for more information. To find your local office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance Loans

Typically, Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) mature on demand, but no later than the last
day of the 9th calendar month after the month the MAL is disbursed. However, with the
passage of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021, agricultural producers now have
additional time to repay MALs.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 provides an extension of the MAL maturity to 12
months. This extension is applicable to nonrecourse loans for all commodities except seed
cotton and sugar. Eligible open loans must be in good standing with a maturity date on or
after July 31, 2021. New crop year loans (2021) requested by September 30, 2021, will also
be eligible for the twelve-month maturity.

All current, active loans will automatically be extended the additional three months. Producers
who prefer a nine-month loan maturity will need to notify their local FSA county office. Loans
that are requested after September 30, 2021, will have a nine-month maturity.

MALs have a maximum loan maturity term of 12 months, therefore loans that had the maturity
extended through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability Act of 2020 (CARES
Act) are not eligible for an additional extension.

Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland), dry
peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium grain),
soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including
canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame
seed. Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible.

For more information on MALs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed
Borrowers with Real Estate Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency
(FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers
must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction
that affects real estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:

e Leases of any kind

e Easements of any kind
e Subordinations

o Partial releases

e Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on
borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If
you are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm
Loan Manager to learn about your options.

Harnessing the Power of Partnership to Support
Soil Health

NRCS is a proud supporter of the Conservation Partners Program, which provides vital grant
funding to maximize the benefits of Farm Bill programs on working lands. This year,
approximately $3.9 million in funding is available to accelerate the adoption of regenerative
agriculture principles and conservation practices on private working lands in priority
geographic areas.

Virginia applicants can submit proposals for the Soil Health Outreach Campaign priority
program area of the June Request for Proposals (RFP). Grant recipients will provide technical
assistance to help interested farmers and ranchers develop management plans, design and
implement best practices, participate in Farm Bill programs and share their experiences and
lessons learned.

Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations, farmer and commodity-led organizations,
educational institutions and state, tribal and local governments. Details about this funding
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opportunity are provided in the RFP. The submission deadline for full proposals is July

13, 2022 (no preproposals will be solicited).

Selected Interest Rates for June 2022

90-Day Treasury Bill

Farm Operating Loans — Direct

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency Loans

Farm Storage Facility Loans - (7 years)

Commodity Loans 1996-Present

1Y
Virginia FSA State Office

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 138
Richmond, VA 23229

Phone: 804-287-1503 Fax: 855 -621-5866

Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr. Helene McGann
State Executive Director Administrative Officer

Whitney Foster James M. Dunn
Chief Farm Loan Programs Acting Chief Farm Programs

Diane Lenoir-Giles
Public Relations/Outreach Specialist

0.625%

3.625%

3.75%

1.50%

3.75%

3.00%

3.00%
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